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1 am perfuaded there will be nothing ready for the meeting of the parliament }
for even fhould the cotnt of Vienna approve of the treaty in generall, yett fome-
thing or other always happens to retard the conclufion of fuch. important afFars>
beyond the time one wifti'd or propoa*d. If accidents don't happen,, forms
and ceremony s fupply their place f and fuch a court as that of Vienna will un-
doubtedly make fome alterations in the treaty, were it only to fay, that they have
not fubfcribed a treaty juft as it was feiit them. Therefore, in my poor opinion,
the parliament fhould be putt off as long as poffible, becaufe, whatever his mas
Jefty fays at the opening of it, will be of the utmoft and niceft confequence.,

1730-

EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD HARRINGTON-

- blmfelf from an imputation that he *was difcontented^ and requefts him to
contradict that report to the king.

MY LORD,

Ha^ue, Jamary 2d, N*. 3.   1731; '

T Doubt I grow very troublefome to your lordfhip with my letters apart, but I
. truft both to your patience and ^our 'friendfhip to excufe them. I received,
by laft port., a letter from Mr. Walpole, with an account of a very extraordinary
one intercepted from monfieur Hop here to his brother In England ; and though
whatever paffes between the two Hops does, in ray mind,, deferve very little atten-
tion, yett as I know that very flight objeflts will fometimes make very ftrong impref-
fions, Ithought it neceffary, for my own fake, to obviate with your lordfhip iany
effefts that this filly circumflance might poflibly have with you or any body elfe.
I cannot conceive upon what monfieur Hop founds his affertion, of my being un-
eafy at being recalled, as he terms it, and of my attributing it to the ill-will of the
two brothers, as he is familiarly pleaftd to clll fir RoBert.and Horace: I am.
fure not upon any thing J> have faid to him, for I have converfed with him. but
once fince Ms return from France, and that was only upon publick affairs, amd
before I had obtained leave to come back ; and it feems very furprifmg that .a
mmifter who has obtained leaW to return to his 'own country, fhould rather
ehufe to have th&t return "attributed to liis difgVace, than to his favour, at his
own court.- ' Fomgii miriifters frequ^atlyx pretend to be . better than they really
are ; but, I believe, I fhould be the firft that ever defired to be thought ill at his
cotart, that was t Sally not fo, as. I hope -I am noU           '

YOUB

Wefbnfhall be in a very bad condition,
